










     How did YOU spend your 1me celebra1ng the birthday of our precious Lord and Savior? Our %me 
was miserable, yet beau%ful. It was heart-wrenching, yet encouraging. It was exhaus%ng, yet refreshing.  

    We used our holiday break to make a long-awaited 
trip to Obukain. The airstrip had not been cut, and 
was too dangerous, poten%ally, to fly in by small 
plane.   So this %me, we decided to go "retro" .  We 
flew to the nearest commercial-landing strip: Dekai 
(which, 15 years ago, was a small jungle village like 
Obukain.)   

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

 The next morning, (Sunday, Dec 23rd) we met for church, and then reloaded our canoe and headed for Obukain 
(upstream two more rivers).  Arriving late that aNernoon, we were greeted by Diuwe friends, many of whom we 
have known more than 20 years.   

   We spent the next 10 days chaPng, cleaning, repairing, cuPng 
the airstrip, addressing some immediate medical needs, gathering 
for services (one being a funeral), and chaPng some more.   

    We were heartbroken by a fight that took place on Christmas 
morning. We did not intervene, as we have oNen done with past 
fights, since many Diuwe now try to stop these alterca%ons rather 
than join them.  

   On the other hand, we were encouraged by several things. We 
were surprised at how many people are now commiSed to 
aSending school in Dekai. They are mostly boys from ages 12 to 
even 30 who are in Elementary, Middle or High school. Try to im-
agine the logis%cs and day-to-day sacrifices they make to fulfill 
this desire. 

    Also, we found several who are commiSed to serving Jesus, by 
leading church services, women's mee%ng, Sunday school, and 
more.  Once the new semester starts, there will not be many peo-
ple actually in the village but when people are in groups – wherev-
er that might be –  these individuals (like Titus and his …. 

 

All smiles at the beginning of two days on the river. 
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Marissa, Moriah and Kirinius await the motorized canoe 
the following morning.  We were on the river  (actually 

several rivers) for the next two days.   In the middle of the 
first day we also had a 4-hour jungle hike. Kirinius piloted 

the canoe, and was one of four young Diuwe men who 
accompanied and helped us on the way.  

About  3 hours into our 4-hour hike (from 
one river system to another), we found a 
dry spot to take a short break.  The girls 
used the %me to remove some leeches. 

Marissa connects with local 
parrot as we wait for canoe. 

 

   At the end of our first long day on the move (including several 
hours of heavy rain),  we arrived at a Diuwe village.  We were 
thankful to find friends, a non-leaking roof, some food, and boiled 
water, all helping us to get a good night’s sleep.    

 



wife Yuriana, and Nata) want to share what they know of God's Word.   Please pray for these young leaders 
to grow in Jesus and to live with integrity. Please con1nue to pray for the many Diuwe who have not yet be-
come unblinded to the real Truth and true freedom from their many fears. 
 

    Thank you for praying and partnering with us!!! We would be foolish to remain here without such a 
team.   

       Please con1nue to also pray for our daily lives and ministries out in the city of Sentani.  Ed has been 
unanimously elected to con%nue as Field Director for another two years. In this role, he strives to empower, 
guide, cast vision for, support, pray for, challenge and assist, in numerous ways, our World Team co-workers.  
He con%nues to be a catalyst for Hans who is transla%ng the Old Testament into the Momuna language. He 
also partners with GIDI leadership, liaisons with other mission organiza%ons, encourages his wife and disciples 
his children.   

         Valerie is teaching, discipling, and mentoring – mostly at Hillcrest School, where, this semester, she 
teaches 6th grade Bible, Language Arts, Science and 9th grade Health. She is also mentoring her fellow middle-
school teachers, one par%cular high-schooler and, of course, our growing twins.  

 
 Please con1nue to pray that we will also be able to be suppor1ve, loving, shepherding parents and 
grandparents to our precious offspring on the other side of the world. Please con1nue to pray that we will 
move daily with joy and confidence in the arms, and in the will, of our gracious Lord and Father. 

And you? Are you asking God if He 
wants you to come to serve as a 
teacher, tech expert, discipler,  or in 
some other capacity?   Contact us! 

Ed and Valerie Johnson 
Kotak Pos 222 

Sentani, 99352, Papua,  
INDONESIA   

 

ed.johnson@worldteam.org 

To invest, contact the address or 
web site below and mention us.   

 

World Team 

1431 Stuckert Rd. 

Warrington, PA 18976  
 

 

www.worldteam.org 

 

Very privileged to partner with YOU, 

                       Ed and Ed and Ed and Ed and Valerie  

Please pray with us: 
      Giving thanks for : 

  a challenging and encouraging visit to Obukain. 
  con%nued progress on the Momuna Old Testament Transla%on. 

 

        Asking God for: 
  growth and learning in the young Diuwe leaders.    
  many more Diuwe placing their trust in the One who came to seek and save them. 
  strength and wisdom in our roles as parents, grandparents, leaders and disciplers. 
  constant awareness of his love and provision for us and all those around us.  










