The Pastor’s Pen – July, 2017
Since late April, we have been searching through the treasure box of God’s Word in
Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi. Philippians is often called the book of joy, for that
expression was used by the Apostle frequently in this Epistle. Yet the circumstances that
both Paul and the church in Philippi faced did not seem like a time for joy.

This missionary to the Gentiles was in chains for Christ. Because of the persecution

that the Church was experiencing, and the fact that this Apostle would not be silent when it
came to the Gospel message, Paul now sat in a Roman prison awaiting his trial before Nero.
Meanwhile, social and political pressure to turn away from the Faith was mounting for
Christians. This was being felt on two fronts.

First, coming from the Gentiles, as it seemed unfathomable to practice a monotheistic
religion. That was a Jewish belief and not appropriate for Roman citizens. After all, Caesar
was a god, was he not? How can a citizen be loyal and not proclaim that Caesar is lord?
Second, the appeal of the Judaizing heresy was tempting. This false teaching allowed
for a Gentile to claim Jesus while promoting a Jewish lifestyle. With such a concession, the
offense of the cross was lessened and oppression could be avoided. Yet Paul dogmatically
claimed that the path of the Circumcision Party was a road that led straight to hell. It was not
an option for true believers.

Life as a Christian in the first century AD was not an easy one, and turmoil was
pressing in on these faithful from Philippi. Yet Paul called them to joy.

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all.

The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:4-7

In the midst of hardship, these followers of the Way could rejoice, because Jesus was
near. Christ knows suffering, and when a Christian is persecuted, He suffers alongside them.
In the last 100 years alone, more Christians have been martyred for the faith than in

the rest of history combined. Living in the US, much of this is hidden from our eyes, as we do
not face such tribulation.

Yet Christians in America still feel pressure to cave to societal norms. Our culture is
increasingly becoming more secular. A pluralistic postmodernism has been pushed to front of
line, staking the claim that every individual creates his or her own truth. What was considered

taboo twenty years ago is now the new normal, and the exclusivity of the message of the
cross is becoming more and more offensive.
Many Christians today want to fight this battle through the means of politics and
culture wars. They feel that if they can get the right people elected or if they can gain control

of the media, things will go back to the way they used to be. While the motives of these people
may be genuinely good, it is not what Scripture calls the Church to do.
Paul did not seek political power. He did not try to change the society around him.

Instead, he preached Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,

but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. (1 Corinthians 1:23-25)

This is the failing of the Church in America today. We focus on many different things,
when only one thing is needed… faithfulness to the message of the cross. We shouldn’t worry

so much about the societal pressures around us. If declaring that Jesus is the only way of
salvation brings about disgrace and hardship, what does that matter? It is the message that
God has called us to.
And we can rejoice knowing that Christ is pleased when His name is lifted high. For

His glory can be seen clearly in His suffering. For He made himself nothing, taking the very

nature of a slave, being made in human likeness, and being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death… even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:7&8)

Jesus died for your sins, and He rose from the dead for your victory… not a victory in
this life, but in the life to come. Only those who repent and believe in Him will find salvation.
This is why you can rejoice when you suffer, for Jesus is right there with you.
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